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Answering the hard

guestions in the steps of
Abraham.

by Janice Hilton

20+ Bible Advotate g, - wwn BAonline org

fter ten maonths of unerm-

ployment, T was finally

being offered a great job.
But there were strings attached
~ more like one big rope. Ac
cepting this job required that 1
uproot my life and move twelve
hundred miles nocth, Thinking of
leaving everything and everyone
I knew and going to an unknown
environment, with a change in
dimate, terrain, and sodal nonms,
I was left with one big question:
How can | know if this is the
right thing to do?

At times in each of our Fves
we face big questions. Do any of
these resonate with you?

I'm unhappy with my croum-
stances. Do | make an effort o
change them or leam o live with
them? Would & change be better?
Hemwe can | know?

The decter has given me a

daunting prognosis, and 've got
to decide among several oplions,
Which will be best? How can |
know?

Someonne has made me a
provnise, and it’s an impoctant
one, Can [ tust them? Heowe can )
know?

When that question takes
over your life, what do you usu-
ally do? | hope you know people
who can give you wise counsed.
But when it comes down o it,
the: decisions in your life are your
responsibility. And you want to
be the one to make them. That's
the fun of being alive, of being
an adult: We get to have a say in
what our lives become. At times,
though, it can be overwhelming.

Old Testament lesson

A story in the Old Testament
includes the very question we



ask when we face these chal
lEnges.

Before he became Abraham,
Abram recevesd] some promises
frevn Gl In Geenessis 15 God
made him two fundamental
vorws. The: first wias ¥a son who &
your awm flesh and blood will be
your heir” (v, 4], God had already
promised Shrarm that he would
hecorme a great mstion and be
Blessed. But you Gen't become
a great nation if you heve no
children. S0 Abrum exprsssed his
comneerns o Gad: °1 rermain child:
le=ss™ [w. 20,

Coel's promise of a child be-
caame a serminal moment, not just
for Abram but for all believers
everywhere thraughout time.
“Shrarm beliseed the Lown, and
he creditesd it o hirn as dghteous
ness” (v, &l God said it, Abram
Beeeliervesd it, aned that settbed it
The aposthe Paul makes much of
this princigde in Romans 4 and
Galatians 3. Our bope and saboa-
ticw are ot based ogn wordes, bt
s faith.

But the conversation did not
end with this pledge. God went
G b promise Abram an inhes-
tence of land. Abram’s response
wis more like mine: “Soveresign
Lo, howe caon | know that 1 will
gain pessession of it2” (v, B
Thaose familiar words: How cen 1
knowd s encouraging to know
that the: heroes of our Gith had
the same concems we do.

Cioel's respaonse o this ques-
tian was unusual, even puzding.
He imstriscted Alram o gather a
heifer, a goat, a ram, a dove, and
a pigenn, Alram wiss mot pue-
gled by this instruction. Withouwt
being told, be knew exactly what
ter dio with them, He cut the ani-
mials in half wned laid them with
the birds opposite each other.
Abram fell into a deep sleep, and

while he was sleeping, a smok-
ing fire pst and blazing torch
appeared and passed betwesn
the pieces. Genesis 15:18 says,
“0n that day the Lorn macde a
cameriant with Abwram and saidl,
Toa your descendanis | give this
harwd. . . 7"

Cufting o covenoni

While this scene seems bi-
zarre to us, it made perfect
sense fo Abram, And thanks o
archeology, we Gen nmw ageprec
ate what he expesienced. Do
ments going back to the Hittite

agreements throughout the Cdd
Testament. In this case, He used
type &

The: Hittite documents then
deseribe the process of ratifica-
tion that imvalved cutting an
animil. Hence the term cuiting
& cevenant. The SUpErar prerty
wils in essence saing Il do
net keep this promise, may my
Eie= be like that of these animals.”
lerermiah 34:8-22 confirms the
prevalence of this custam, Thir-
teen hundred years after Abrarm,
the same fitual was in use.

This promise miwest have been

6 The decisions in

your life are your
respongibilify. )"

culture, Abram®s comtemponarnies,
describe the ferms of cuting a
corvemant hetwisen tao parties,
These documents describe three
types of cosvenanis that were
generally marde:

« agresments betwvesn egquals
dravvn up o outline the expects
ticans of each in a spedfic stua-
tiwang

« agresments bebvesn o s
peror and an inferior outlining
the expectations beteeen sach
regarding a specific situation;

= i grant of promssory cos-
erant obligating a superior bo do
sorniething for the inderor.

There is ample evidence of
Ceiod wsing the second and third

affirming to Alram, given his
cultbural understanding of the site
ation. But, in truth, how meaning
ful was this promise, if the Cne
who made it cannot die but gives
all o keep His promises?

Mew Tegtament application

The: prerwesr behind the gospel
is this: God did die. By His death,
Jesus, the Son of God, died o
ratify a nenw covenant with all
who will belisve. Romans 1:25
says, “Costd presented Christ as o
sacrifice of atonement, throush
the shexlding of his blaod — 1o
be received by faith.Y And just as
Abram beloved Goed, weowe must
bedieve God.
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W hien we belimve s Abeam
did, we will be accounted =
rightesus, Then all the promises
of the: Mesw Tedament apply 1o
w5, Likes Abram, when we are at
a kass o understand owr circume
stancoes, we can with confidence
take shepes to gain clarity.

Abram couldnt see his future.
He took stock of his circum-
stances and assesed that his
inheritance would be lefi o a
servient, You oo, when unable o
sese your future, can stop and as-
seis Yol circumatanoes, Do the

resesarch, do the math, teke the

them 1o pray for your clarity ancd
discemmeant.

Perhaps this process will re
vesal some steps you need o
tiakee Like: Abwam, take these
steps without question. Take
them diligently and completsh.
Be as obedient to the promplings
of God @ vour understanding al-
krwes, continualhy keoking o Him
for guidance and further clasty

Sleep an it, as Absam did. His
sleep was part of God's com-
mumication ool | may well be
a useful step foward your sense

of clarity. & goad night's sheep

4 The heroes of our
faith had the same

coneerns we do. Y

tirre ey think through vour ahter-
natives, Then talk o God about
it, as Abwam did. This alone many
reveal the direction you seek.
The: process may invohee tak-
ing counsel from the godly peo-
phe in your life. Proverbs 15:22
says, “Plans fail for lack of coun-
sel, bt with many advisers they
suceed.” And the apostle Paul
enoourages us o “Carry each
others burdens, and in this way
v will fulfill the law of Chrst”
[Galatians G22]. Turn b those you
trust and ket them help pou think
through your situation, Engage
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— several nights of saund sleep
— may help clear your mind of
distractions and open you o a
sense of Godl's direction.

Cheeklisl

And without fil, continue o
pray. God has made you a signifi-
cant guarsntee outlined in Philip-
pians 425, 71 "Dy not bies amwious
ahout anything, but in every
situation, by privyer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
reduessts b God. And the peace
of God, which trenscends all
understineding, will guard your

hesarts and your minds in Christ
|essns.”

Hinw czam you krow? Geod
hias misde vou a guaranbes, one
that He gave His life fo validate
When you face challenges and
are left wondering “How can
| ko™ don't be anxious. In-
stesd, bring your concems o
Jesas, When you give Him the
oppartunity by prayer and peti
ticwn, with thanksgiving, He can
and will direct vour like.

Troubled about whit to do?
Pray, pray again, then prsy some
mare, ahyiys with thanksgiving.
When the peace of God comes,
as it will = that's His promise — it
will come with a sense of direc
ticen. The answer may nod be the
e you'd hogeed for. But if it's
the direction that gives you His
presrce, it owill be His answer.

The answer will be: in God's
tirmimg. IF it dosesn’t come quickhy,
keep in mined that this situation
consurming you at the morment
miay just be the beginning of a
new chapber in your relationship
with Gosd. This situation may put
vou on a read that will lead o oa
deaper, fcher love for Him and
for athers

Yosu are in a covenant ndation-
ship with Gadl He shed His own
blood o guassntes His promises
o vou, | is His desine to dre
cloge to you so that you can un-
derskand His heart and be trans-
formed by the dreumaances He
berings into your life, ET

Janice Hilbon vrites
from Puyallup, Wik
Soriphure quata-
tions are from the
i Internotional
Kersion.




